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Temple Israel 

Two years ago, we introduced the congregation to a 

novel idea, a new initiative:  the Lurie Micro-Grant 

Program.  The plan grew from my own belief that 

temple programming can be grass roots, that it 

should not always originate from the staff.  Instead, 

successful synagogue programming should be 

member-centered and member-generated.  In order 

for that vision to be real, why not empower temple 

members to create their own programs and support 

them financially? 

The program’s concept is quite simple.  Through 

small grants (up to $5000), Temple Israel members 

can transform their own passions into community initiatives, can take their 

own great program ideas and bring them to life with resources and support 

provided from a fund established by Tom and Nancy Lurie.  They can 

“wed” a personal interest with Judaism by forming a group or community 

of temple members who have a shared vision that will reach a new 

constituency, or plant a seed for the growth and strengthening of our 

community.  The vision of the initiative is to inspire members of the 

congregation to exercise leadership, to deepen their engagement with the 

temple community, and to create small pockets of new and innovative 

energy within the congregation.  The micro-grant committee drafted a 

vision statement for the program which says, in part:  “We envision that the 

Lurie Micro-Grant Program will build communities of people with similar 

interests and strengthen their connection to Reform Judaism.  We expect 

to deepen the quality of participation in temple life, and energize and 

motivate a broader base of members through new initiatives.  Our hope is 

that the Lurie Micro-Grant Program will help to transform Temple Israel 

into a visionary congregational and community leader.”  

Thanks to the energy of our members, several new initiatives have 

been created, including a Community Supported Agriculture program to be 

launched in the coming growing season by Megan Johnson and Shannon 

Baskind.  You will be able to join the CSA and get locally-grown, organic 

produce throughout the summer for a great price.  In December, two grants 

were awarded.  One to a group of congregants in the Wexner Heritage 

Program who have organized two weekends at Temple Israel with nationally

-known Jewish performer Josh Nelson; and one to Dr. Patricia Gabbe, a 

temple member who spearheads Moms2Be, a Weinland Park collaborative 

that helps pregnant mothers bring their babies to healthy full-term births 

through education and counseling.  Moms2Be seeks temple volunteers: 

contact Eloise Dipietra.  Have a passion and want to build community here 

at Temple Israel?  Apply for a micro-grant.  The process is easy.  You’ll find 

what you need on the temple’s home page, www.templeisrael.org. 

The Union for Reform Judaism was so intrigued by the micro-

grant idea, that it developed the resources to create its own national 

program, based on our model.  Last month, I was privileged to lead a 

workshop at the URJ’s biennial assembly in Washington DC, to teach 

other congregations how to become entrepreneurial like ours.  

Additionally, when the URJ rolled out its program, we applied for and 

received a micro-grant to help ignite our LAMMP Initiative (Leadership and 

Membership Mobilization Project).  LAMMP is a deliberate and broad-

reaching initiative to connect temple members to each other, to build a web 

of personal connections within the congregation.  On Yom Kippur 

morning last year, we modeled the concept during my sermon, when I 

asked you to find a person you didn’t know and respond to the prompt, 

“what do you do that gives you the greatest joy?”  I still hear wonderful 

stories about that exercise. 

Because we all won’t be in the same room again until next High 

Holy Days, we are taking the idea on the road.  Temple trustees and others 

will call individual members, inviting you to meet over a cup of coffee. Our 

vision is to evolve into a "listening point" for your stories and gifts, your 

dreams and hopes, so together we discover purpose and opportunities to 

celebrate each other. We imagine a sacred community where you are 

empowered to share something of yourself and receive from others, to talk 

openly about the things that concern you, a place where you and your 

personal journey matter and where you write the next chapter in this 

congregation’s identity and mission. 

I hope that when you receive a telephone call or an email from a 

Temple Israel trustee who invites you to coffee, “just to meet you and get to 

know you a bit,” that you will respond positively and enthusiastically.  Over 

the months ahead, I hope our congregation will grow closer one to another 

through the sharing of time together and the telling of our stories.  

 

Clergy Search Update 

 

I want to bring you up to date on our clergy search process.  In 

early November, we posted our open clergy position with the placement 

commissions of the two relevant Reform Movement professional 

organizations: The Central Conference of American Rabbis and the 

American Conference of Cantors.  Temple Israel seeks one new 

professional, someone who can fill clergy and musical responsibilities. 

I am pleased to report that in response to our posting, we have 

received several resumes from rabbis and cantors in the field who seek new 

positions.  They will be interviewed in the next couple of weeks.  Several of 

these will take place at the Union for Reform Movement’s Biennial 

Assembly in Washington, DC.  Additionally, I am delighted that many 5th-

year (graduating) rabbinical students have expressed interest in our position 

through a process administered by the CCAR Placement Office.  Interviews  

of those individuals (all face-to-face) will take place in early January.  

Graduating cantorial students are available for interviews when they 

complete their senior projects, usually near the end of January. 

In light of the number of qualified candidates who have reached 

out to us through their professional placement processes, the leadership of 

our congregation is confident that we will identify the most suitable 

candidate for our one available clergy position.  When we do, the process of 

engagement moves forward quickly, and we will keep you informed of our 

progress. 

A Message of Faith 

How About a Cup of Coffee? 

ABOUT THE COVER: 

 

The Star of David: The Star of David is a widely recognized symbol of Judaism, 

named after King David of ancient Israel. It consists of two interlocking equilateral 

triangles. According to legend, the Star of David may have originated from the 

Shield of David (known as the Magen David in Hebrew). It may also have evolved 

from the mysterious Seal of Solomon (five-pointed star) that was used in the ancient 

world as a talisman. However, the star's pedigree as a common Jewish symbol did 

not become widespread until the late Middle Ages. Since that time, it has become 

one of the defining symbols of Judaism along with the more ancient symbol of the 

Menorah. The star has been used to adorn the cover of the Torah, and it is found 

on Jewish synagogues and tombstones. 

While the symbol has had a varied emotional history for the Jewish people due to 

its association with the Holocaust (when it was used by the Nazis to stigmatize Jews), 

the Star of David continues to be a heroic symbol for many Jews today. It was 

adopted as the main symbol on the modern flag of the State of Israel created in 

1948. 

 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS: 

 

A collaboration in the Remer Family, Elliot Remer sketched this cover design 

which his father, Todd, embellished through the use of Photoshop. 

Rabbi Misha Zinkow 
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Julie Silver is an American folk musician who has 

been traveling throughout the world & performing 

for the last 20 years. She has released 8 albums 

which have sold without the help of a major label. 

Raised in Newton MA, Silver started playing music 

at age 8. 

 

Her music is predominantly Jewish in nature, & she 

sings in both Hebrew & English. She performs 

original songs that are written by her as well as 

traditional Jewish folk songs by others. A recent "mind-blowing" 

experience was singing the National Anthem at Fenway Park in 

Boston in mid-summer to a sell-out crowd of 38,000 Red Sox fans 

like herself. Julie has also sung at many URJ National Assemblies. 

Shabbat 

January Service Schedule 

Friday, January 6 

 Erev Shabbat Service ...................................................... 6:30 PM 

 Rock Shabbat 

 Next Dor (20s-30s) services & dinner 

  

Saturday, January 7 

 Shabbat Service ........................................................... 10:00 AM 

  

Friday, January 13 

 Erev Shabbat Service ...................................................... 6:30 PM

 “Family-Friendly First Friday” & GUCI Shabbat 

 Jew-Be-Glee (Youth Choir) participating 

 Leslie Gubitz, GUCI song leader, participating 

  

Saturday, January 14 

 Shabbat Service ........................................................... 10:00 AM 

 Tot Shabbat ................................................................. 10:30 AM 

  

Friday, January 20 

 Erev Shabbat Service ...................................................... 6:30 PM 

 Pulpit Guest: David Rosen, CEO, Wexner Heritage Village 

  

Saturday, January 21 

 Shabbat Service ........................................................... 10:00 AM 

 Rick Recht Family Program & Concert ........................ 4:00 PM 

 

Friday, January 27 

 Erev Shabbat Service ...................................................... 6:30 PM 

 Rabbi Sharon Mars, soloist, participating 

 

Saturday, January 28 

 Shabbat Service ........................................................... 10:00 AM 

Shabbat Van Scheduled 

 

Our next pick-up date is 

January 13 

 

 This service is available to residents of Heritage House, Parkview Arms, 

Bexley House, Park Towers and Lutheran Village. To reserve space on the 

Shabbat Van, call Leslie Hire at Creekside, 559--5504, by Thursday,  

for pick-up on Friday. 

 

 This service is provided by Temple Israel Sisterhood for members of the community. 

Tot Shabbat 

Saturday, January 14 

10:30 AM 

“Abraham & Sarah” 

For more information, contact Becky Schedler at 866-0010 x 

122 or email preschool@templeisrael.org. 

Sunday, January 15 — No Religious School 

Martin Luther King Holiday Observance 

 

Sunday, January 22 — No Religious School 

Come to Family Education Program with musician 

Rick Recht on Saturday, January 21 instead! 

Leslie Gubitz 

GUCI head song leader 

Friday, January 13 

Leslie will participate during Erev Shabbat 

Service at a special GUCI Shabbat and 

Family-Friendly First Friday. 

Reform Community Shabbat 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT — February 3 

6:15 PM — Erev Shabbat Service at Beth Shalom 

Guest Soloist: Julie Silver 

 

SATURDAY MORNING — February 4 

10 AM — Shabbat Service at Temple Israel 

10 AM — Joint Reform Sisterhoods’ Shabbat Service at  

Temple Israel with Julie Silver 

 

SATURDAY EVENING 

7 PM — Julie Silver in Concert at Temple Israel 

See page 6 for details 

 

SUNDAY MORNING — February 5 

11 AM — Religious School Concert at Temple Israel 

"Julie is a talented singer-songwriter & she's very funny. She has a voice like 

an angel, if angels could sing (I'm sure they can. It would be cruel if they 

couldn't sing.) with a devilish grin. My favorite song is "The Train." 

-- Ellen DeGeneres 

Next Dor Joins Rock Shabbat 

Friday, January 6 - 6:30 PM 

Next Dor is invited to join Temple Israel for Rock 

Shabbat on January 6.  Services start at 6:30 PM and 

will be followed by a delicious catered meal by Pita 

Hut.  For $5, you can help yourself to pita bread, 

shwarma, salads and more!  For more information, 

please contact Shiran Bendor at 

sbendor@templeisrael.org 
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Temple Israel 

Temple Education 

Religious School 

Temple Israel Preschool is currently 

collecting new children’s hats and 

mittens to be donated to the YWCA 

Family Center.  Every preschooler can 

understand how uncomfortable it is to 

be cold and how the gesture of giving 

hats and gloves to a child can make a 

difference in someone’s life.  Before we 

send our collection off, we will count our collection, sort 

them by color and style, graph them, turning our mitzvah 

project into a “hands-on” math lesson.  If you would like to 

donate to our collection, please drop off your hats, gloves, 

and mittens to the preschool. 

Preschool’s Winter Hat & Mitten Drive! 

Rick Recht 

Top-touring Jewish musician 

Saturday, January 21 

This year, the Religious School theme is Cooking, and we’ve been 

busy adding new ingredients to our education programs.   For our 3-

6

th

 grade students we added chuggim (electives) to our program.  On 

Sunday mornings, our students divide into chuggim (electives) of 

their choice ranging from Jam Band to Yoga to Hebrew Calligraphy 

to Creative Writing and more!  The addition of chuggim to our 

weekly schedule allows our students to connect to their Judaism in a 

different way. 

 

Another new ingredient is family programs.  In November, our 

kindergarten (Ekarim) joined together for a Shabbat Dinner and 

Family Program where the families began the evening by creating 

lids for a Shabbat box (that the children will be making throughout 

the year) before joining together for a festive Shabbat dinner and 

participating in the congregation’s Friday evening service.  And 

most recently our 3

rd

 Grade (Roi’im) joined together on a Sunday 

morning to create Wimpels (Torah Binders) that they will be able to 

eventually use at their bar/bat mitzvah ceremony.   Both of these 

wonderful programs created a space for our families to create 

positive Jewish memories together.  

 

Family Education is an essential ingredient in providing a strong 

Jewish education for our youth.  Jewish education is a life-long 

experience and when our youth participate in learning experiences 

with adults, they see in a very tangible way that learning continues 

well into adulthood. Additionally, as Rabbi Morrison Bial states in 

his book, Your Jewish Child, “Your home will be the single most 

important influence in the Jewish upbringing and fundamental 

Jewish education of your child.  From the earliest times, Judaism 

has been based on the supposition that the home is the foundation 

of our religion.”  Thus, participating in experiences together and 

creating positive Jewish memories will have a profound impact on 

your child.   

 

On January 21 we will be trying a new recipe for our school that will 

involve the whole family.  Please join us from 4-6 PM for a 

congregation-wide family program and concert with Jewish 

Singer/Songwriter, Rick Recht (there will be no Religious School 

on January22)! At this exciting program everyone — preschool thru 

adults (with or without children and no need to be enrolled in our 

Religious School to participate) — will engage in Tikkun Olam 

(repairing the world)-based learning from 4-5 PM. At 5 PM we will 

all join together for a fun multi-generation concert with Rick Recht 

(for our YFTL kids this is only the beginning of their evening, as 

they will remain after the concert for a lock-in!). The concert will 

include surprise guests so you won’t want to miss out! We hope you 

will join us for this wonderful program!  

How does your child spend the day? 

 

There are 1,892 days from birth until school starts. 

 

T e m p l e  I s r a e l  P r e s c h o o l 

understands that every day matters.  

We are committed to providing a 

quality program that will provide 

safe, nurturing experiences where 

children can grow develop and 

learn.  Temple Israel Preschool is a Three Star Step Up To Quality 

preschool, the highest rating awarded by the Ohio Department of 

Job and Family Services.  Research from The Ohio State University 

confirms that as programs add stars, the benefits to children add up.  

They display more confidence, a curiosity about the world around 

them and are ready to learn.  These are skills important in school 

and in life.  

 

As you begin your search for an early childhood program, there are 

many factors you must consider including environment, 

curriculum, program philosophy, group size, teacher qualifications 

and interactions.  When looking at a program, consider what your 

child will be seeing, hearing, and experiencing throughout their day. 

 

Temple Israel Preschool is beginning to accept enrollment for the 

2012-13 school year!  We offer a nurturing environment that 

supports the social, emotional, cognitive, and creative development 

of young children.  Our program serves children “approaching 3” to 

5 years old and offers a 2, 3, 4, and 5 day-a-week option.  Temple 

Israel Preschool students are provided with a rich environment and 

experiences that extend their understanding of the world.   Our 

Jewish values, traditions, and music are incorporated into our 

classrooms daily, enriching the lives of our children and families. 

 

Preschool spaces fill up quickly!   Please contact Becky at the 

preschool (866-0010 ext.122) as soon as possible for more 

information, to make reservations for the Open House, or to 

arrange a tour of our program.  Private tours are available 

throughout the week and on Sunday mornings by appointment.   
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Temple Education 

TILMAD 

Men’s Dialogue 

Wednesday, January 4 

8:00 AM 

with Rabbi Zinkow 

 

Judaism 101 

Sunday, January 8, 29 

10:00 AM—12:00 PM 

with Beth Silverstein 

 

Adult Hebrew 

Sunday, January 8, 29 

10:45 AM—12:00 PM  

Adult Hebrew 

with Fred Summer 

 

For more information, contact Ruth Silverman, 

Rabbinic Assistant, 614-866-0010 ext. 102 or 

rsilverman@templeisrael.org. 

Time to talk about camp!  Even tough the calendar 

says “January,” it’s time to start thinking about 

summer camping experiences for your children.  

Temple Israel offers several vehicles for 

“camperships “ (camp scholarships) to Temple Israel 

youth attending a Jewish sleep-away camp this summer. 

 

The Loeb Family Jewish Camp Scholarship Endowment Fund, 

established by Charles (Skip) Loeb through the Temple Israel 

Foundation, will provide financial assistance for Temple youth 

seeking to attend any Jewish sleep-away camp. 

 

The Linsey Campership Scholarship Fund, 

established by Miriam & Martin Linsey through the 

Columbus Jewish Foundation, will provide 

financial assistance to Temple youth seeking to 

attend URJ sleep-away camps. 

Temple Israel Sisterhood & Temple Israel Brotherhood have 

general scholarship funds to assist Temple Israel youth in attending 

URJ sleep-away camps like GUCI. In addition, this year the 

auxiliaries will also support non-URJ camps such as Camp 

Livingston, Camp Wise and Camp Emma Kaufmann. 

 

Jewish camp experiences are wonderful tools to enhance Jewish 

pride and knowledge. Information about Goldman Union Camp 

Institute (GUCI) can be downloaded by visiting their website at 

hppt://guci.urjcamps.org 

 

To apply for a campership, download from the Temple website/

homepage (www.templeisrael.org) or request an application from 

Ruth Silverman, Rabbinic Assistant, at 866-0010 x 102. 

Applications are due back to Temple Israel, Rabbi’s Office, by 

March 1, 2012.  See additional Camp information on page 9. 

Jewish Summer Camp Scholarships to Temple Israel Youth 

Come Build A Mitzvah with 

TIFTY! 

(7th & 8th Grade Youth Group) 

 

Join TIFTY in making mitzvot by 

building bears to donate to Zusman 

Hospice, a Mitzvah project put 

together by our own 7th grader, Emily Cammeyer. 

 

Saturday, January 28 

3pm-5pm 

Build-A-Bear at Easton 

 

Cost: $11 for the donation of a bear and a yummy 

snack after making the bears!  RSVP to Rachel 

Edelman at redelman@templeisrael.org. 

Be A Part of Our Tikkun Olam Puzzle! 

Family Program  

and Rick Recht  

Concert  

4 PM Learning Experiences (3 yr olds-Adult) 

Saturday, January 21st from 4-6 PM 

Babysitting for children under 3. Reservations required by January 13,  bfitzgerald@templeisrael.org 

5 PM Multi-Generation Rick Recht Concert! 

“Movie Manot” refers to Mishloah Manot which 

means “sending gifts,” traditionally to spread joy 

during Purim.  This practice is part of the theme of 

celebration that all should be able to enjoy the festival 

and, more broadly, their lives. 

MOVIE 

MANOT 

is coming! 
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Rick Recht 

Live in Concert! 

Saturday,  

January 21 

 

Family Program at 4 PM 

Family Concert at 5 PM 

 

Join us! 

 

This is a family program in place of Religious 
School on January 22. 

�

For more information, call Bethany Fitzgerald 
at 614-866-0010 x 105. 
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