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2 Temple Israel 

A Message of Faith  

As I write this column, there is only one thing I 
donôt know about the Rose Bowl Game:  the 
final score.  But here are the top ten things 
about it that I do know:  
  

1. The Buckeyes are playing with a great chance 
to win a post-season Bowl!  And you thought I 
only cared about the Minnesota Vikings (just so 
you know, I have a Brett Favre hat and an OSU 
hat). 

2. This game, its 96th edition, will be played in 
the stadium called the Rose Bowl, a stoneôs throw from my alma 
mater, Occidental College.  It is a beautiful stadium.  
3. The game will be played on New Yearôs Day, January 1, 2010 

and, after 22 years, will be ABCôs last broadcast of the game (next 
year ï ESPN).  

4. Each school will receive an $18 million windfall. Or, Chai 
Million as we like to say. 

5. I know I could spend a lot of money to see the game in 
sunny Pasadena, but instead, Iôll be sitting by the warm fireplace in 
our family room here in cloudy Columbus.  

6. On January 1, Shabbat candle lighting time is 5:00 PM.   
7. Kickoff is scheduled for 5:10 PM.1 
8. Shabbat services are at 6:30 PM.2 
9. Halftime should start about 6:30 and last until about 7:10 or 

so, given the annoying (I think it is annoying, just give me a 
marching band!) trend of Bowl Game halftime extravaganzas that 
include too many dancers in silly costumes and pyrotechnics that 
leave the stadium smoke-filled for the third quarter. 

10. We will be ready for you at 6:30 PM for Shabbat 
services.3  Come in your scarlet and gray and pray for whatever the 
situation demands.4 

  
1  You might wish that your rabbis were so holy that we would be 
oblivious to such a banal event as the first Rose Bowl the Buckeyes 
have played in 13 years.  For example, were someone to ask me, ñdo 
you know that Shabbat services are scheduled during the game,ò I 

should respond, ñwhat game?ò  Well, thatôs not going to 
happen.  We know ñwhat game.ò 
            
2  A dilemma, and the subject of a memorable rabbinic discussion 
here on Broad Street.   Its essence?  How beautiful is this world in 
which we live, that we can celebrate our Jewish heritage of Shabbat 
and embrace America, represented in a classic football game.  But 
what do we do when the values clash like two football 
helmets?  Indeed, what a test of the depth of our loyalty, and to 
which?  The Talmud couldnôt help.  So, we rabbis kicked around (!) 
a few ideas:  On the one hand, if we begin services at 9 PM, the 
game will be over.  On the other hand, who would come after the 
game, especially if they lose, or, especially if they win?  On the one 
hand, if we begin at 4 PM, thatôs before the game.  But on the other 
hand, who will interrupt their holiday and come to temple in the 
middle of the day, not to mention in the middle of the Capitol One 
Bowl Game, and Herbstreit and Musburger will begin broadcasting 
at 4:30, and someone just placed a fresh dip on the coffee table? 

          
3  Noting that a pre-game or post-game start of our prayers is no 
solution, your rabbis deliberated and present this responsum (to be 
intoned in a sing-song voice and with a raised thumb):  since, we 
predict that halftime will come at about 6:30 PM, which is when we 
always begin Shabbat services, (this must be a Divine Sign), we will 
hold a brief Shabbat service at precisely that hour for those who 
wish to have a foot on both fields: to cheer for the Buckeyes and to 
offer gratitude to God within the same 3-hour period.  We promise, 
youôll be back on your couch by the fourth quarter, if not before. 
 
4  Just two provisos.  This one is for those who come on Friday 
evening: there will be no praying for an OSU win (after all, God has 
more to worry about than the Rose Bowl).  And this one is for those 
who donôt come Friday:  if the Buckeyes win, God requests your 
presence in shul on Shabbat morning, January 2.  Go Bucks! 

Rabbi Misha Zinkow 

ABOUT THE COVER: 
 

Kiddush, meaning sanctification, is the prayer recited over a cup of wine in the home 
and synagogue. The Kiddush is recited on the eve of Shabbat or Festivals or before 
the start of the meal, since one should not eat before the Kiddush is recited. The 
purpose of the Kiddush prayer is to remind Jews of the sanctity of the day. 
 
Kiddush cups have always had elaborate designs, often including one's family 
emblem, etchings of Jerusalem, Shabbat prayers, or one's name and date engraved on 

one's individual Kiddush cup. They are often given as gifts for weddings, baby 
namings and brit milah or B'nai Mitzvah. 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
 

Temple member, Sandi Morton, photographed the Kiddush cup which her son, 
Alex, received for his Bar Mitzvah a few years ago. It holds special meaning to Alex 
and the Morton family. 
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