
Temple Israel 
Creating community  
Nurturing souls  
Repairing the world  

TIKUN 
Temple Israel Kehilla UôNeshama 

Volume VI  Issue 3 
November 2009 

Cheshvan/Kislev 5770 

Introducing Family -Friendly 
First -Fridays  

Rabbi Misha Zinkow  
Page 2 

 
 

Arts Fair ñthe Big Day  
Page 5 

 
 

Chanukahõs Coming! 
Page 7 



2 Temple Israel 

A Message of Faith  
Introducing 
ñFamily-Friendly 

First-Fridaysò 
 
During the past five 
years, we have developed 
a joyful, musical, 
e n g a g i n g  a n d 
participatory Shabbat 

experience and I am 
pleased to say that our Shabbat services are 
well-attended.  A wonderful community is 
present each week to enter Judaismôs ñpalace 
in time,ò and I fully believe that those who 
have made Shabbat their sanctuary at Temple 
Israel have deepened their lives. 

After five years, I also know that 
there are many for whom the discipline of 
attending Shabbat services each week is 
difficult, or complicated, or perhaps not even 
considered.   I understand this.  There are 
obstacles.  I know, for example, that the 
service time doesnôt meet everyoneôs schedule, 
and I know that after a hard workweek, it is 
not so simple to get in the car and arrive to 
the temple ready to pray at 6:30 PM on Friday 
evening ï especially for those with children. 

Over the summer as we prepared for 
the new year, we pondered this Friday night 
dilemma and thought about how we could 
better encourage our congregants to try out 
Shabbat services, at least on a monthly basis.  
Focusing on the first Shabbat of the month 
and calling them ñFirst Fridays,ò at these 
services, we would continue to do some of the 
things we have always done on the first Friday 
night of the month:  Kol Sasson, our youth 
choir would sing, we would tell a story instead 
of giving a sermon, and we would 
acknowledge and bless individuals and 
families with simchas occurring during the 
month ahead. 

But we knew we needed something 
additional to distinguish the First Fridays.  So, 
we experimented: in July we held a Sha-Bar-B-

Q after services.  In August, we made our own 
sundaes during the Oneg Shabbat.  A Middle 
Eastern theme, camel rides and a delicious 
meal helped us celebrate Sukkot in October.  
Each of these Shabbat events was successful in 
its own way, attracting a diverse population 
from our large congregation.  And although 
each program was unique, there were 
common themes expressed by a variety of 
people after the programs:  they were warm, 
family-friendly, Shabbos-dich, fun, 
meaningful, spiritual, community-oriented, 
fulfilling, and filled with lots of kids! 

In light of these sentiments and 
successes, we will continue our experiment 
into the months ahead.  This month, 
November 6 is called, ñShare Shabbat 
Sweetness,ò and weôll have a tzedakah project.  
Following services, the Oneg will be 
embellished with light 
sandwiches for a nosh, 
and weôll make chocolate 
buckeyes and other 
dipped-in-chocolate foods 
to give to residents of the 
YWCA Family Center to 
enjoy on the weekend of 
the OSU-Michigan game 
(see box on p. 3 for 
details).  And in 
December, weôll move 
our First Friday focus to 
the second Shabbat 
(December 11) to 
coincide with the first 
night of Chanukah.  That 
night, the children will 
m a k e  t h e i r  o w n 
Chanukah shammes 
candles at a candle-
making ñfactory,ò while 
adults can enjoy a 
le isurely Chanukah 
dinner prepared by the 
Brotherhood (see p. 7 for 
details about the dinner). 

Our vision is that on First Fridays, 
our Shabbat community will grow into a very 
large family-oriented Erev Shabbat, with good 
food, a warm and loving community, and a 
spiritual and nourishing feeling.  Weôll be 
tossing in some large pillows for the kids to sit 
on during the story. 

Help us build First Fridays by 
coming in November, then December, and 
hopefully you will make it a monthly ritual 
into the new secular year.  Oh, and by the 
way, your ideas for First Friday programs, 
tzedakah projects and other fun events are 
welcomed.  We have yet to think past 
December! 

Rabbi Misha Zinkow 

ABOUT THE COVER:  The artist who 
designed the Sanctuary stained glass windows is 
Sam Weiner, Jr., born in Shreveport Louisiana 
in 1928.  He studied art and architecture with, 
among others, Josef Albers and William 
deKooning and graduated with a BFA in Fine 
Arts from Yale in 1951.  After working in Paris, 
he opened a studio in New York City in 1955 
where he realized some 80 commissions, one of 
which was the stained glass work he did for 
Temple Israel through Percival Goodman, 
architect for Temple Israelôs ñnewò building in 
1959.  Weiner has served on the faculties of 
Columbia University, Parsons School of Design 

and been a guest lecturer at numerous art schools, museums and universities.  In a 
recent email, Weiner states that the Temple Israel stained glass windows project ñwas 
my first large stained glass project from which I learned a lot since then.ò 

MEANING IN THE WINDOWS:  At either side of the Ark, according to 
Weiner, the stained glass windows ñrepresent elements with which God created the 
world, according to the rabbis: fire and water.  The water tumbling down the stain 
glass work of art is the water that came from the rock when Moses struck it.  The fire 
that leaps up from the bush in the window (behind the rabbisô chairs) is the fire that 
came from the Burning Bush that was never consumed.ò 

ABOUT THE ARTIST:  Temple member, Sandi Morton, has photographed 
a portion of the Sanctuary stained glass window, a portion that she finds especially 
appealing.  ñIt is a familiar sight to all of us,ò Sandi states.  Sandi has taken the 
bulletin covers ñunder her wingò and will be producing photographic art to share 
with the congregation for months to come. 

TILMAD Focuses on Israel  
 

Israel and its Other War: 
The Portrayal of Israel in the 

Media 

 
 

 
 
 
Professor Cohen will demonstrate through examples how a 
reader/viewer can decode stories about Israelôs conflict with its 
neighbors.  He will show how news is produced and delivered 
to us, and provide tools that will help us better understand the 
context within which news stories are often presented. 
 

Hold the Date:  December 6, 10:30 AM  

Visiting Israel Studies Scholar Matt Silver  

Sunday, November 1 
10:30 AMð12:00 PM 
Professor Jonathan Cohen, 

Professor of Communications, 
University of Haifa and visiting scholar, 

The Ohio State University 
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Shabbat  
November Service Schedule  

Friday, November 6 

 Family-Friendly First-Friday Shabbat ....... 6:30 PM 

 Kol Sasson (Youth Choir) participating 

 Share Shabbat Sweetness (after services) 

 

Saturday, November 7 

 Shabbat Service ....................................... 10:00 AM 

  

Friday, November 13 

 Tot Shabbat Service ................................... 5:30 PM 

 Erev Shabbat Service ................................. 6:30 PM 

 Service of Welcome for Ruvane Kurland, 

 Music Director 

 

Saturday, November 14 

 Shabbat Service ....................................... 10:00 AM 

  

Friday, November 20 

 Erev Shabbat Service ................................. 6:30 PM 

 Adult Choir participating 

 

Saturday, November 21 

 Shabbat Service ....................................... 10:00 AM 

 WRJ Torah Study .................................... 10:00 AM 

 

Friday, November 27 

 Erev Shabbat Service ................................. 6:30 PM 

 

Saturday, November 28 

 Shabbat Service ....................................... 10:00 AM 

The V.I.P. Lounge  
We consider our community and all of our worship experiences to 
be "family-friendly," and we encourage you, our members, to attend 
services with your children, no matter their age.  Since children can 
grow restless during services, we have created two spaces you can use 
to take a breather.  One is a sitting area just outside the west doors 
of the Folkman Chapel.  The second is Room 100 - the V.I.P. 
Lounge (Vocal Individuals & their Parents) at the north end of the 
lobby, where there will be toys and books to enjoy.  You will also be 
able to listen to the service there. 

You are cordially invited to join your 

Temple Israel Family as we welcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ruvane Kurland 

Music Director  
 

Friday, November 13 

6:30 PMɭService of Welcome 

7:30 PMɭOneg Shabbat following 

Join us for our first Tot Kabbalat 
Shabbat, November 13 from 
5:30ð6:30 PM in the Folkman 
Chapel.  After we welcome 
Shabbat with a kid-friendly 
service, we will celebrate Shabbat 
by making candlestick holders 

and enjoying a special Shabbat nosh! 
 
Please RSVP to Ruvane at rkurland@templeisrael.org or 
866-0010 x 103. 

Tot Kabbalat Shabbat 
Start your Sabbath with us Friday Afternoon 

Share Shabbat Sweetness: 

Got Chocolate? 
 

The Big Game is November 21, and 

surely most of us will be watching with 

family and friends, enjoying good 

company and good food, perhaps even a 

sweet chocolate Buckeye or two. 
 

We say, ñletôs share the sweetnessò with others less fortunate than 

us. 
 

On the Family-Friendly First-Friday Shabbat, November 6, 

following services, weôll make hundreds of Buckeyes and other 

chocolate sweets.  But not for ourselves.  We will deliver them to 

the YWCA Family Shelter during the week of the OSU-Michigan 

game so the families there will enjoy ñSabbath sweetness,ò the 

sweet desserts we created for them while they watch the Buckeyes 

beat the Wolverines. 
 

Please bring the following for ñdipping & deliveryò: pretzel rods, 

marshmallows, dried fruit.  Bring aprons/smocks for kids! 
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Temple Education  
Religious School 

 
 
 

November 1 
Noonð4:00 PM 

ñBreakfastò & the Zoo 
 

December 6 
Noonð3:30 PM 

Bagels & Bowling 
 

For more information, 
contact Sarah Pearcy 

youth@templeisrael.org 

 
 
 

November 8 
Noonð3:00 PM 

ñBreakfastò & Bowling 
 

December 13 
Noonð3:30 PM 

Bagels & Ice Skating 
 

For more information, 
contact Sarah Pearcy 

youth@templeisrael.org 

 
 
 

November 8 
At the Movies 

ñWhere the Wild Things Areò 
 

December 6 
2nd Annual TiFTY Guitar 

Hero Tournament 
 

For more information 
contact Jason Abady 

jasonabady@gmail.com 

 
 
 

November 7 
YFTL Does Easton 

Scavenger Hunt 
 

November 13ð15 
NFTY SubRegional Event 

 

December 12 
All Columbus Olympics 

Lock-In 

 November gives us an opportunity to reflect upon all the 
wonderful holidays we have celebrated this fall.  Rosh Hashanah 
was a time of new beginnings in our classroom.  We have made new 
friends and had many new experiences.  Yom Kippur reminded us 
to be the best person that we can be.  Sukkot was a wonderful 
hands-on celebration that taught us about Jews of long ago, the 
mitzvah of ñwelcoming guests,ò and the celebration of the harvest.  
Simchat Torah gave us an opportunity to see the Torah up close 
and to learn the story of creation. 
 We will learn the story of the pilgrims this month as we 
celebrate Thanksgiving.  We will discover that the Jewish people 
have many things in common with the pilgrims in a quest for 
religious freedom. Thanksgiving provides the perfect introduction 
to Chanukah, as it too is a holiday of religious freedom. 
 Each of these holidays is linked together with very important 
and serious themes but at Temple Israel Preschool we learn about 
them in fun and exciting ways that promote critical thinking, self ï
expression, and exploration of the world around us. 
 We will also begin a favorite Mitzvah project this month.  We 
will be collecting new childrenôs hats and mittens to be donated to 
the YWCA Family Center.  Every preschooler can understand how 
uncomfortable it is to be cold and how the gesture of giving hats 
and gloves to a child can make a difference in someoneôs life.  But 
before we send our collection off, we will count our collection, sort 
them by color and style, graph them, turning our mitzvah project 
into a ñhands-onò math lesson.  If you would like to donate to our 
collection, please drop off your hats, gloves, and mittens at the 
preschool. 
 Limited openings are still available in our preschool for children 
ages 2 1/2 ï 5.  For more information, contact the preschool at 866
-0010 x.122 or e-mail us at preschool@templeisrael.org. 
 Not old enough for preschool?  Little Learners is back!! We are 
very excited to offer this wonderful program for toddlers and their 
special grown-up.  This class, taught by Dana Becker and Nancy 
Greff, provides developmentally appropriate experiences in 
literature, music, movement, and art for children ages 15 months to 
3 years old and their adult.  Start your week off with a special 
morning at Temple Israel.  Contact the preschool for more 
information. 

November is for Nedivut (Generosity) 
 
The Middah of the Month for November is nedivut (generosity).  
In one of our November Torah readings, we will meet Rebekahð
the woman who becomes Isaacôs wife and the mother of twins 
Jacob and Esau.  Rebekah is chosen to marry Isaac because of the 
generosity she shows to Abrahamôs emissary. 
 
Later in Torah, when God wants the Israelites to build a 
sanctuary, God asks for donations from those yidvenu libo (whose 
hearts so move them.)  These voluntary giftsðwhich are also 
listed on the Ner Tamid recognition wallðallowed the Divine 
Presence to dwell among the Israelites.  In Jewish tradition, 
generosity, the free-giving of what one has to those in need, is a 
virtue that can have material and spiritual benefits. 
 
One of the ways our Religious School students will be asked to 
strengthen their nedivut in November is by participating in the 
Columbus Jewish Federationôs Childrenôs Campaign.  This 
voluntary exercise in generosity will allow our students to 
practice the tradition of supporting the Jewish community by 
collecting change throughout the month.  On Super Sunday, 
one of our students will have the opportunity to present the 
Federation leadership with our schoolôs total collection. 
 
The Columbus Jewish Federation continues to provide generous 
support for our school and congregation in a variety of ways.  
Building nedivut by participating in the Childrenôs Campaign in 
November will be our studentsô chance to give back.  While 
parents and grandparents are welcome to encourage or even 
supplement the Childrenôs Campaign, this month, please 
consider the benefits your own nedivut might bring you and our 
community. 


