
Temple Israel 
Creating community  
Nurturing souls  
Repairing the world  

TIKUN 
Temple Israel Kehilla UôNeshama 

Volume VI  Issue 2 
October 2009 

Tishrei/Cheshvan 5770 

Whatõs Your Passion? 
Rabbi Misha Zinkow  

Page 2 

 
 

Worldõs Largest Tallit! 
Come and see...  

Simchat Torah ñOctober 9  
Page 3 

 
 

Our Arts Fair  
October 31 ñNovember 1  

Page 7 



2 Temple Israel 

A Message of Faith  
Whatõs Your 
Passion? 
This column is a 
portion of the rabbiôs 
Kol Nidre sermon.  To 
read the complete 
s e r m o n ,  g o  t o 
www.templeisrael.org/
kolnidre.htm. 

 

éThe Jewish world needs more 
Alan Schwartzes, innovators and do-ers who 
can help us renovate our synagogues into 
relevant institutions.  We need to find more 
Alan Schwartzes in our own congregation, 
individuals who want synagogues to be 
transformed into pertinent partners for the 
Jewish future.  Needed in this new century 
is the integration of our Jewish selves with 
our personal interests and passions, many of 
which on the surface may appear to have 
little in common with organized Judaism.  
And we can pursue this vision within 
synagogue life if we commit to changing 
synagogue culture.  But weôll have to shed 
assumptions that a synagogue must do 
ñthisò or look like ñthat.ò  Weôll need to 
abandon the models of the last century.  In 
the 20th century synagogue, the staff delivers 
programs it thinks will attract its members.  
In the 21st century synagogue, programs will 
emerge from the creative and 
entrepreneurial impulses of members of the 
congregation eager to seek new ways of 
expressing Judaism.  It will be the new 
avodah, contemporary responses to todayôs 
opportunities, innovative kinds of offerings 
and services that will renew synagogue life 
and transform the lives of our members.  
This is a culture in which personal 
autonomy, mobility and limited resources 
prevail.  In such a culture, ñbusiness as 
usualò will not succeed. Traditional 
synagogue organizations will yield to 

adaptive synagogues, positioned to meet 
todayôs challenges; these will be the 
synagogues that capture the interest and 
attention of the next generation. 

We must therefore be bold and 
take some risks.  Weôre beginning to do so 
right here at Temple Israel with two new 
initiatives.  Bonnie and David Milenthal, 
who feel that the financial barriers to 
synagogue membership need to be lowered, 
support the first.  They have established 
subsidized memberships for people under 
35.  With these resources we can 
confidently reach out to an entire age group 
that has been generally neglected by 
synagogues. 

The second initiative inspires 
innovative programming that will appeal to 
these new members and to veteran temple 
households.  With the support and 
generosity of Tom and Nancy Lurie, Temple 
Israel introduces a new Fellowship venture.  
This is a groundbreaking stimulus to Jewish 
life.  Through it, temple members will 
coalesce their own passions with Judaism 
and Jewish community. Grants will be 
awarded to members of the congregation ï 
a monetary award, plus program expenses to 
applicants who develop programs that 
integrate a personal passion with the vision 
and mission of Judaism and the 
congregational community.  Members of 
the temple will formulate ideas based on 
your own interests, network within and 
outside of the congregation to find other 
like-minded people, and implement your 
project. Some time after the High Holy 
Days, details of the Fellowship and requests 
for passion grant proposals will be available. 

In the meantime, ask yourselves, 
ñwhat is my avodah, what is my service, my 
passion and how can I bring it to life here at 
Temple Israel?  Is it possible for me to 
organize within our congregation a ministry, 

a community of passion among like-minded 
people who serve God, the Jewish people 
and the community in a unique and sacred 
way?ò  Think of these grants as venture 
capital to help you create and nurture a 
really exciting endeavor idea for our 
community.ò 

On Rosh Hashanah, we dedicated 
a beautiful donor wall built with the surplus 
Jerusalem Stone from the Renaissance 
project.  Those of you who have been to 
Jerusalem have seen this very same stone on 
the facade of every building in the Holy 
City, as well as on what remains of King 
Solomon's Temple.  Surely, it was this same 
stone out of which was carved the altar of 
that temple, upon which the priests 
performed their avodah, their service to 
God. 

When we went into exile, we 
chiseled the altarôs remains into synagogues.  
Now, 2000 years later, the journey of the 
Jewish people enters an entirely new world 
that demands a new approach to synagogue 
life.  We must take up this challenge if we 
are to thrive well into this century.  This 
new world calls upon us to think critically 
about our purpose, our avodah, and to forge 
new approaches to fulfill our mission and 
our reason for existence, which is to be a 
unique and sacred community dedicated to 
bringing the divine into the world through 
us.  In this time of limited resources, I am 
asking you to invest something of yourself 
to renew Jewish life.  Consider applying for 
a grant.  Consider being a passion fellow.  
Bring your avodah, your service to the altar.  
Let us share it throughout this community.  
In this new year, let us be partners engaged 
in shaping a renewed vision. 

Rabbi Misha Zinkow 
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Sukkot has dual origins, being both an historical and agricultural festival. Historically, it represents the journey of Israel through the desert 
after the Exodus from Egypt, during which time the people lived in booths of an impermanent nature. Agriculturally, the holiday celebrates 
the final gathering of fruit and produce of the year. 
 

The essence of Sukkot is sheer joy. People go extra lengths to make the festival beautiful & joyous (hiddur mitzvah). This joy however is 
somewhat dampened by our awareness that we are in the autumn of the year. The land has yielded its fruit, the days are shorter, winter 
(death) approaches. The holiday is thus in some ways a microcosm of the entire celebratory cycle, which mixes & moves from joy to sorrow, 
fast to slow, high to low with little transition or insulation. 

Sandi Morton is a long-time Temple member who is using her photographic skills to create interesting & thought-provoking TIKUN covers. A graduate of Pepperdine 
University, Sandi, until recently, owned and operated a major insurance agency with her husband, Marc. Son, Alex, is a sophomore at Arizona State U, & daughter, Maddie 
is a junior at Bexley High School. 




